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Regions

All regions analysed in this paper are compiled from Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS) local government area (LGA) boundaries.

Greater Western Sydney (GWS) consists of the following 13 LGAs:
Blacktown

Blue Mountains
Camden
Campbelltown
Canterbury-Bankstown
Cumberland

Fairfield

Hawkesbury

Liverpool

Parramatta

Penrith

The Hills Shire
Wollondilly

=4 =2 =8 -4 -4 -9 _-5_-9_-9_-°9_-°5_-45_-°

GWS is compared with data for the Rest of Sydney and Rest of NSW.

Rest of Sydney refers to the LGAs of Greater Sydney minus the LGAs of GWS. The
Rest of Sydney therefore consists of 21 LGAs:

1 Botany Bay 1 Northern Beaches
1 Burwood 1 Randwick

1 Canada Bay 1 Rockdale

1 Georges River 1 Ryde

1 Hornsby 1 Strathfield

1 Hunters Hill 1 Sutherland Shire
1 Inner West 1 Sydney

1 Ku-ring-gai 1 Waverly

1 Lane Cove 1 Willoughby

1 Mosman 1 Woollahra

1 North Sydney

Rest of NSW, for the purpose of this paper, refers to NSW LGAs that are outside
GWS and Rest of Sydney.

Two LGAs in the Rest of NSW, Lithgow and Wingecarribee, also feature in this
paper to supplement the analysis of GWS. Lithgow and Wingecarribee are part of the
NSW Department of Communities and Justice (DCJ) Western Sydney and South
Western Sydney Districts.

Regions are visualised in Map 1.

Unless otherwise stated, all figures are based on ¢ lBce of Usual Residence0 .
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Map 1: Regions of Greater Sydnewith GWS LGAs
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Abbreviations

ABS Australian Bureau of Statistics

AHURI Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute

CALD Culturally and Linguistically Diverse

DCJ NSW Government Department of Communities and Justice
(formerly Family and Community Services, or FACS)

DPIE NSW Government Department of Planning, Industry and
Environment

GWS Greater Western Sydney

LGA Local Government Area

NSW New South Wales

TEI Targeted Early Intervention

SA Statistical Area

SEIFA Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas

WESTIR Ltd Western Sydney Regional Information and Research Service

Key terms

Internal migration: The movement of people from one defined area to another
within a country.

Population retention: The proportion of an areads popul a
same area at an earlier defined date.

Youth or young person: People aged between 20 and 34 years. This definition of

youth adheres to existing research regarding youthification.*

Youthification: The long-term relocation of young people to areas of high-density

housing, often urban centres.
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1. Introduction

If you live in Greater Western Sydney (GWS), you may have noticed a trend of local

young people moving away from GWS to live closer to the Sydney CBD. Such a

relocation of young people tourbanareasi s known as dmnthoeswstudy,i f i cat i
data from the 2016 Australian Census of Population and Housing is utilised to

explore the extent to which GWS was §outhifiedébetween 2011 and 2016. Using

internal migration data for people aged between 20 and 34 years in 2016, this study

also assesses how the movements of young GWS residents have shaped

youthification in the Greater Sydney region.

Exploring 2016 Census data reveals that GWS was an attractive place for young
people to live. In 2016, GWS had not only retained a high proportion of its 2011
youth population, but welcomed young people relocating from outside the region.
Consequently, GWS is home to a sizeable young population and ready workforce.
Considering the importance of work-life balance for maintaining wellbeing, the youth
population of GWS will benefit from employment and educational opportunities
located within the region. Furthermore, with young people moving from overseas
revealed as the key demographic contributing to the youthification of the Rest of
Sydney in 2016, youthification in the Rest of Sydney does notreflecta o6 b raaiinnd dr
from GWS. Rather, the broad area of Greater Sydney has become more youthified,
with young people drawn to the region from within NSW, interstate, and abroad.

1.2. Key Findings
1 The young people who moved into GWS from outside the region:
0 Most frequently moved from overseas.
o0 Most frequently moved to Cumberland.
1 The young people who moved out of GWS:
o Most frequently moved from Canterbury-Bankstown, Parramatta, and
Blacktown. As a proportion, the largest rates also moved from these
LGAs. These areas were also home to large CALD populations.
0 Least frequently moved from Liverpool and Camden. As a proportion,
the smallest rates moved from Wollondilly, Penrith and Camden.
1 The young people who moved from GWS to the Rest of Sydney:
0 Most frequently moved to the Inner West and City of Sydney. As a
proportion, the largest rates moved to Strathfield and Canada Bay.

& ;



2. Understanding Youthification

The phenomenon of youthification describes the relocation of young people to urban

districts and areas of high-density housing. To date, youthification has been explored

in research internationally? and across Australia, in locations such as Sydney,

Brisbane, Melbourne,® and Adelaide.* For example, observations of the 2016

Australian Census noted that Sydney was youthified,asial most hal f of Syd
innercitypopul ation i s bet we ehQuestbnsaemdinrégdrdingear s ol
who these young people may be, the locations from which they have relocated, and

the locations to which they have moved. This paper begins to investigate these

guestions, with a focus on movements into, out of, and within GWS.

Investigating the movements of young people in GWS is of great significance. Firstly,
a substantial number of young people aged between 20 and 34 years live in the
Greater Sydney area, consisting of GWS and the Rest of Sydney. At the time of the
2016 Census, over half a million young people resided in both GWS (522,313) and
the Rest of Sydney (548,592). Understanding the extent to which young people have
departed or remained living in GWS provides valuable insight into how GWS has
been experienced by young people. Such experiences are illuminated in this study
by comparing trends among youth to trends among the all-ages population of GWS,
plus youth living in comparative regions, such as the Rest of Sydney and the Rest of
NSW.

The dynamics of youth movements have begun to be explored within GWS and

Australia. For example, for some young residents of the Blue Mountains, Western

Sydney University researcher Francesca Sidoti found that moving to metropolitan

Sydney was seenasasociale x pect ati on, or e véNationlly,iar i t e of
2019 briefing from the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute (AHURI)

echoes this reflection on the cultural factors that may shape internal migration. As

AHURI found, a Capital City CBD was considered by 16% of young respondents

(aged between 25 and 34)tobeaniii d e a | l i vi ng Itocaanare 3%ooh 6, € o m

2wA OKF NR Cf2NARF HAamMdI W, 2dzy3 Cilfanzs ¥a@ avaifagedS 2F OAGASA AayQi
<https://bit.ly/2KiXI[X>

3BajracharyaPojani,and A LJS HamdI W, 2dziK AyIX FlLYAtASa 2dzaZiy ¢ OKINIa 2y
a St 02 dCE@ersatior July, available ahitps://bit.ly/2QSOEjk
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respondents aged between 65 to 74 years.” Together, such studies reflect that
desires regarding place of residence may be associated with factors such as age
and current place of living.

The importance of investigating youthification in GWS is further emphasised by its
causes. As listed in Figure 1 below, such causes include factors that pull young
people towards urban centres and push them away from suburban or regional
areas.® For example, young people may be attracted to urban centres for
employment and education opportunities, as well as lifestyle and proximity to public
transport. Meanwhile, employment insecurity, long commuting distances, or socio-
cultural pressures may encourage young people to leave a suburban or regional
area. With such influences likely shaping the internal migration of young people in
GWS, exploring youthification may help to illuminate potential areas of strength and
caution for the local governments and services of GWS, if GWS is to retain its youth
population and continue to attract young residents.

Figurel: Push and pull factorfor youthification

Pull Factors

1 Employment opportunities

9 Post-secondary education opportunities

1 Independent living away from parents or guardians

9 Urban lifestyle e.g. arts and cultural amenities, nightlife
9 Access to public transport

Push Factors

1 Employment insecurity

1 Socio-cultural expectations or pressures to leave
9 Homelessness

1 High housing costs

1 Long commute time

Source: WESTIR Ltd, based on Moos 201512

L1 Ywlh HamdpE W52 @82dzyISNI FyR 2f RSNJ | dza KAHDRI Briefl0 DéceniearS K2 f Ra 4 |
available at qttps://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuribriefs/do-youngerand-older-australiarhouseholdswant-the-same
kind-of-housing
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Map 2: Greater Sydney residents (20 to 34 years old), 2016
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2. Youthification in Greater Sydney

In this paper, urban Sydney is imagined as not only the inner-city (as envisioned in
existing research),’butasaregioni6t he Re st Forfthe Quypdsasefthis.
study, the Rest of Sydney is so characterised as it describes Greater Sydney without
GWS(see ORegionsd and Msaspch lhe RegstafgfSgdeey tangasnd 5) .
from the Northern Beaches and Ku-ring-gai in the north, to Sutherland Shire in the
south, and Burwood in the west. This definition is adopted to provide a broader
insight into the extent to which youthification is occurring across Greater Sydney.
Furthermore, as the Rest of Sydney and GWS are clearly defined by LGA
boundaries, this distinction avoids any ambiguities oft he t er-ani toy d.ner

Tablel: NSW residents in 2016 by age group and NSW region of

residence
GWS 513,096 2,307,182 22.2%
Rest of Sydney 548,592 2,189,014 25.1%
Rest of NSW 495,467 2,983,614 16.6%
NSW Total 1,557,153 7,479,814 20.8%

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence.

Among the Rest of Sydney population, over a quarter were aged between 20 and 34
years (25.1%) at the time of the 2016 Census. Though this proportion of young
residents in the Rest of Sydney was not as large as the proportion observed in inner-
city Sydney (i al mo s fthbeRé $t10 ) of Sy daewadgseatgr thantthie
state-wide average (20.8%) and rate in the Rest of NSW (16.6%), beyond Greater
Sydney (see Table 1). Closer youth rates were seen between the Rest of Sydney
and GWS, where 22.2% of residents were aged between 20 and 34 years. These
proportions reveal that the Rest of Sydney was more youthified than other areas of
NSW in 2016, followed closely by GWS.

The youthified population of Greater Sydney is further emphasised by comparing
NSW regions by age structure. Such a comparison is aided by Figure 2, where NSW
residents are categorised by age and place of residence in 2016. As indicated in this
chart, the number of residents in GWS, the Rest of Sydney, and the Rest of NSW
converged in 2016 between the approximate ages of 18 and 24 years. The

9 BajracharyaPojani, andSipe 2018 W ,ir2 fdmiilisout: 6 charts on the inner cities of Brisbane, Sydney and
a St 02 dNCENReTsatior July, available ahttps:/bit.ly/2QSOEjk
101bid
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convergence was aided by an increasing number of young adults living in the Rest of
Sydney, alongside a decreasing number of young adults living in the Rest of NSW.
Interestingly, this trend emerges at approximately age 18, coinciding with the
common age to complete secondary schooling. Such a convergence at this time
suggests that young people may relocate away from their place of residence, notably
in the Rest of NSW, to transition to employment or further education in larger urban
centres such as the Rest of Sydney or GWS. The decrease seen in the Rest of NSW
also implies that among NSW youth, young people migrating away from regional
NSW are more likely to contribute to the youthification of the Rest of Sydney than the
young residents of GWS.

Just as GWS and the Rest of Sydney are youthified, so too are youth populations
increasing. Since the 2006 Census, the population of individuals aged between 20 to
34 years has increased in almost all GWS LGAs (see Figure 3). The largest youth
population increase was observed in Camden, where the number of young residents
in 2016 (16,745 people) was 63.4% greater than in 2006 (10,250 people). Such an
increase was no doubt aided by extensive housing developments emerging in this
South West Growth Area, 1! such as Oran Park.%? In the same period, the youth
population decreased in only one GWS LGA, being the Blue Mountains. Here, the
number of young people was 8.8% lower in 2016 (10,615 people) than in 2006
(11,635 people), raising questions regarding appropriate employment and lifestyle
opportunities for young people in the area.

UCarolyn Cumming nmc X W! f £ NBIF RA ft8rowkh zan®The ByBng\SMoMilg Harargziatch,o S &

available at $ittps://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/aibadsleadto-sydneyssouthrwest-growth-zone

20160324gnqoee.htmh T b {2 D2@SNYYSyid 5SLI NLIYSYy(d 2F tflyyAy3as LyRdzaGN
DNR g iGK ! NBI Qips:/fwEl.iahring.fis\8.gol.au/Plarr-your-area/PriorityGrowth-Areasand
Precincts/SoutiVestGrowth-Aresb T b {2 D2@SNYYSyd 5t L9 HnmdpI Wb2NIK 2S5Sad DN
<https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plar®r-your-area/PriorityGrowth-Areasand-Precincts/NorthiWestGrowth-Area>.

12Kayla Osborne ¢ ¥ Wh NI y t I NJ CampbditodadrMacarthie AdvedtiSsE? XuQust, available at
<https://bit.ly/35toKHO>
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Despite the trends in age structure across the regions of NSW, which suggest that

3. Migrating out of GWS

young GWS residents were not the key factor contributing to the youthification of the
Rest of Sydney, a notable proportion of young people still departed GWS after 2011,

to live elsewhere in Australia in 2016. Such migration of young people out of GWS

prompts two questions: (i) from where did young people leave GWS; and (ii) to where
did these young people go? In this section, these queries are explored by comparing

6Pl

NSW.

ace of

Resi def-rempoged 6 Pha 2@ 16f t Besi dence
2011. These movements are distinguished by moving interstate and moving within

3.1. Moving Interstate

Of the young people who departed GWS after 2011 and remained in Australia in
2016, almost all continued to reside in NSW (96.1%, 392,246 people, see Table 2).
The remaining 3.9% (15,767 people) had moved to another Australian state or

territory. For GWS, the rate of young people who moved interstate between 2011 and
2016 was higher than the rate of interstate migration for all ages (2.5%). As such, of
GWS residents in 2011, young people were more likely than the all-ages population
average to move out of NSW and relocate elsewhere in Australia.

Table2: GWS residents in 2011 by Australian state or territory of residence, 2016

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence.

The young people who left GWS to move interstate after 2011 were most likely to
reside in Queensland or Victoria in 2016 (see Table 2). In 2016, Queensland was

All ages
State of residence 2016 Count %
New South Wales 1,837,702 97.5
Victoria 12,309 0.7
Queensland 20,579 1.1
South Australia 2,870 0.2
Western Australia 4 550 0.2
Tasmania 1,273 0.1
Northern Territory 1,117 0.1
Australian Capital Territory 3,944 0.2
Other Territories 26 0.0
Australia Total 1,476,354 100.0

Please note: No reliance should be placed on small

Youth

Count
392,246
4,747
5777
1,022
1,577
290

520
1,820
12
408,013

cells.

%
96.1
1.2
1.4
0.3
0.4
0.1
0.1
0.5
0.0
100.0

home to 1.4% (5,777 people) of young Australian residents who had lived in GWS in

2011. Victoria was home to 1.2% (4,747 people) of this cohort. As destinations for

@
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internal migration, the popularity of these states was not unique to young people. For
example, Queensland (1.1%, 20,579 people) and Victoria (0.7%, 12,309 people)
were also the most common destinations for interstate migration between 2011 and
2016 for GWS residents of all ages. Regardless, these proportions reveal that young
people in GWS were more likely than the population average to move interstate,
particularly to Queensland and Victoria.

3.2. Moving within NSW

A significant number of young people who lived in GWS in 2011 remained living in
NSW at the time of the 2016 Census (349,656 people, 89.6% of the 2016 population,
see Figure 4). At this time in 2016, those who had relocated were more likely to have
moved to the Rest of Sydney (7.6%) than the Rest of NSW (2.7%, see Figure 4),
suggesting that young GWS residents may have somewhat contributed to the
youthification of the Rest of Sydney.

Figure4: GWS residents in 2011 (20 to 34 years old), by place of residence in NSW,

Rest of
Sydney
7.6%

Rest of NSW
2.7%

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence.

<@ 15



3.2.1. Moving to the Rest of Sydney

Examining individual LGAs in GWS illuminates where young GWS residents most
frequently departed to relocate to the Rest of Sydney. For example, of the young
people who had lived in Parramatta in 2011 and remained in NSW in 2016, 16.9%
(6,162 people) had relocated to the Rest of Sydney by 2016 (see Table 3). This
departure rate from Parramatta was the highest among all GWS LGAs, indicating
strong movement out of Parramatta and into the Rest of Sydney. High rates were
also seen in the Hills Shire (14.6%, 3,305 people), as well as Canterbury-Bankstown
(11.1%, 6,542 people). Observing the highest rates in these LGAs is not surprising,
as each are located on the eastern fringe of GWS, adjacent to the Rest of Sydney.

Table3: GWS residents in 2011 by NSW region of residence, 2016
Location in 2016

GWS Rest of Sydney  Rest of NSW Total
LGA in 2011 Count % Count % Count % Count
Blacktown 52,404 93.1 2,448 4.3 1,441 2.6 56,297
Blue Mountains 8,257 81.3 1,121 11.0 785 7.7 10,160
Camden 9,408 90.4 506 4.9 493 4.7 10,404
Campbelltown 26,590 91.8 1,277 44 1111 3.8 28,972
Canterbury-Bankstown 51,528 87.3 6,542 11.1 941 1.6 59,015
Cumberland 37,814 91.2 2,967 7.2 670 1.6 41,449
Fairfield 35,955 947 1,593 4.2 439 1.2 37,984
Hawkesbury 9,468  89.0 529 5.0 651 6.1 10,643
Liverpool 31,957 92.8 1,698 4.9 782 2.3 34,441
Parramatta 29,444  80.7 6,162 16.9 864 2.4 36,474
Penrith 31,911 92.6 1,313 3.8 1,238 3.6 34,463
The Hills Shire 18,827 83.2 3,305 14.6 492 2.2 22,626
Wollondilly 6,091 85.3 307 4.3 734 10.3 7,138
GWS Total 349,656 89.6 29,763 7.6 10,642 2.7 390,060

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence.
Please note: Colours mark the highest (green) and lowest (red) percentages by column.

As the highest proportion of young people moved into the Rest of Sydney from
GWS 6 s e a sge, ene mayfpresume that the lowest proportions of young people
moved to the Rest of Sydney f r assee6WTabls
3, this is not the case. Strong movement into the Rest of Sydney was evident from
the Blue Mountains, at the western periphery of GWS. Specifically, of the young
people who had lived in the Blue Mountains in 2011 and remained in NSW in 2016,
11.0% (1,121 people) had relocated to the Rest of Sydney (see Table 3).

Elsewhere on the periphery of GWS, the fewest young people exited to relocate to
the Rest of Sydney from Wollondilly (307 people) and Camden (506 people, see
Table 3). As a proportion, the LGA with the smallest rate of former residents that had

<@ 16

west e



moved to the Rest of Sydney by 2016 was not on the edge of GWS, but rather
Penrith (3.8% of the 2011 Penrith youth population). Penrith was closely followed by
Fairfield (4.2% of the 2011 Fairfield youth population), which is also geographically
closer to the Sydney CBD than numerous other GWS LGAs. The occurrence of
Fairfield in this measure, as the only GWS LGA ranked at the lowest SEIFA decile,
raises the question as to whether the relocation of youth to the Rest of Sydney may
be influenced by socioeconomic advantage and disadvantage.

3.2.2. Moving to the Rest of NSW

Young people who departed GWS to relocate to the Rest of NSW most likely resided
in LGAs at the north and south periphery of GWS before leaving the area. High rates
of departing Greater Sydney were most evident in Wollondilly (10.3%, 734 people)
and Hawkesbury (6.1%, 651 people, see Table 3). Interestingly, despite young
residents departing the Blue Mountains to move to the Rest of Sydney at a rather
high rate (11.0%), the Blue Mountains also observed a sizable proportion of its young
residents relocating to the Rest of NSW (7.7%, 785 people). Such high rates of
movement among young Blue Mountains residents may help to explain why the Blue
Mountains was the only LGA in GWS where the youth population decreased between
2006 and 2016 (see Figure 3, page 12).

3.3. Section Summary

Of the young people who moved out of GWS between 2011 and 2016, most
remained in NSW. Many who remained moved to either the Rest of Sydney or Rest
of NSW:

1 Of the young people who moved to the Rest of Sydney, most who had lived in
GWS in 2011 resided in Canterbury-Bankstown and Parramatta. The highest
proportions exited Parramatta and the Hills Shire.

1 Of the young people who moved to the Rest of Sydney, the fewest who had
lived in GWS in 2011 resided in Wollondilly and Camden. The smallest
proportions exited Penrith and Fairfield.

1 Young people living in semi-rural LGAs at the periphery of GWS, such as
Wollondilly, were more likely than young residents of other GWS LGAs to exit
Greater Sydney and relocate to regional areas of NSW.

1 Although young GWS residents moved to the Rest of Sydney, they were not
necessarily the main factor contributing to youthification in the Rest of Sydney.
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4. Migrating into GWS

Just as young people migrated out of GWS between 2011 and 2016, others moved

into GWS. In this time, GWS experienced significant housing, transport, and cultural
developments, such as developments in the South West and North West Growth

Areas,’® supportingt h e ar eaasd sSytdintelyed s withinghe Greater c i t y 6
Sydney Comdilés ie e P@sl4Witle WS also home to significant
educational and employment opportunities, such developments have likely helped to
attract young people to GWS. Amongst these dynamics, the GWS population

increased by over half a million people (562,574) between 2011 and 2016.

One factor contributing to the increase in the GWS population was the arrival of
young people who had formerly lived elsewhere in NSW, Australia, and overseas.
According to the 2016 Census, 31.8% of young people living in GWS in 2016 did not
live in GWS in 2011. This proportion, which was higher than the average across all
age groups (26.0%), suggests that age may be a factor in internal migration trends.
By exploring where these young individuals previously resided, this section
investigates whether youthification may be occurring in GWS itself.

4.1. Place of Residence in 2011

The residents of GWS in 2016 had lived in highly diverse places in 2011. As the
above analysis found, young people who had lived in GWS in 2011 were highly likely
to remain living in GWS in 2016. Indeed, 68.2% of young GWS residents in 2016 had
lived in GWS in 2011. As this section explores, the remaining 31.8% lived either
overseas, interstate, or elsewhere in NSW (see Figure 5).

Interestingly, a comparison of Figures 5 and its all-ages equivalent (Figure 6) reveals
that trends in the former place of residence of young people differed from trends
among the total population of GWS in 2016. As these two charts show, a larger
proportion of young GWS residents had moved from overseas in the five years
preceding 2016 (14.3%, 73,337 people) than the average of all age groups (6.6%,
152,807 people). Similarly, a larger proportion of young people formerly resided in
the Rest of Sydney (6.3%, 32,271 people) than all ages (3.8%, 88,256 people). Such

BCarolyn Cumming nmc X W! ff NBFRA& f S+ R {2The syBng\SMo@idideral@2dzidech,s Sa i INER 4 i

available at $ittps://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/aibadsleadto-sydneyssouthrwest-growth-zone
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https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/all-roads-lead-to-sydneys-south-west-growth-zone-20160324-gnqoee.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/all-roads-lead-to-sydneys-south-west-growth-zone-20160324-gnqoee.html
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an attraction of young people to GWS implies that GWS may itself have experienced
a degree of youthification between 2011 and 2016.

Figure5: GWS residents in 20180 to 34 years oldpy place of residence2011

Interstate
2.1%

Not applicable

0.0%

Not stated
7.4%

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence.

Figure6: GWS residents in 2016 (all ages) by place of residence, 2011

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence.
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