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Regions 

All regions analysed in this paper are compiled from Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS) local government area (LGA) boundaries.  
 
Greater Western Sydney (GWS) consists of the following 13 LGAs: 

¶ Blacktown 

¶ Blue Mountains 

¶ Camden 

¶ Campbelltown 

¶ Canterbury-Bankstown 

¶ Cumberland 

¶ Fairfield 

¶ Hawkesbury 

¶ Liverpool 

¶ Parramatta 

¶ Penrith 

¶ The Hills Shire 

¶ Wollondilly 

 
GWS is compared with data for the Rest of Sydney and Rest of NSW. 
 
Rest of Sydney refers to the LGAs of Greater Sydney minus the LGAs of GWS. The 
Rest of Sydney therefore consists of 21 LGAs: 

¶ Botany Bay 

¶ Burwood 

¶ Canada Bay 

¶ Georges River 

¶ Hornsby 

¶ Hunters Hill 

¶ Inner West 

¶ Ku-ring-gai 

¶ Lane Cove 

¶ Mosman 

¶ North Sydney 

¶ Northern Beaches 

¶ Randwick 

¶ Rockdale 

¶ Ryde 

¶ Strathfield 

¶ Sutherland Shire 

¶ Sydney 

¶ Waverly 

¶ Willoughby 

¶ Woollahra 
 

 
Rest of NSW, for the purpose of this paper, refers to NSW LGAs that are outside 
GWS and Rest of Sydney.  
 
Two LGAs in the Rest of NSW, Lithgow and Wingecarribee, also feature in this 
paper to supplement the analysis of GWS. Lithgow and Wingecarribee are part of the 
NSW Department of Communities and Justice (DCJ) Western Sydney and South 
Western Sydney Districts.  
 
Regions are visualised in Map 1. 
 
Unless otherwise stated, all figures are based on óPlace of Usual Residenceô.
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Map 1: Regions of Greater Sydney, with GWS LGAs 
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ABS   Australian Bureau of Statistics 
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DPIE NSW Government Department of Planning, Industry and 
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Key terms 

Internal migration: The movement of people from one defined area to another 

within a country. 

 

Population retention: The proportion of an areaôs population that resided in the 

same area at an earlier defined date. 

 

Youth or young person: People aged between 20 and 34 years. This definition of 

youth adheres to existing research regarding youthification.1  

 

Youthification: The long-term relocation of young people to areas of high-density 

housing, often urban centres. 

  

 
1 {ŜŜǘǳ .ŀƧǊŀŎƘŀǊȅŀΣ 5ƻǊƛƴŀ tƻƧŀƴƛΣ ŀƴŘ bŜƛƭ {ƛǇŜ нлмфΣ Ψ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƛƴΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻǳǘΥ с ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜΣ 
SydƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩΣ The Conversation, 3 July, available at <https://bit.ly/2QSOEjh> 

https://bit.ly/2QSOEjh
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1. Introduction 

If you live in Greater Western Sydney (GWS), you may have noticed a trend of local 

young people moving away from GWS to live closer to the Sydney CBD. Such a 

relocation of young people to urban areas is known as óyouthificationô. In this study, 

data from the 2016 Australian Census of Population and Housing is utilised to 

explore the extent to which GWS was óyouthifiedô between 2011 and 2016. Using 

internal migration data for people aged between 20 and 34 years in 2016, this study 

also assesses how the movements of young GWS residents have shaped 

youthification in the Greater Sydney region.  

 

Exploring 2016 Census data reveals that GWS was an attractive place for young 

people to live. In 2016, GWS had not only retained a high proportion of its 2011 

youth population, but welcomed young people relocating from outside the region. 

Consequently, GWS is home to a sizeable young population and ready workforce. 

Considering the importance of work-life balance for maintaining wellbeing, the youth 

population of GWS will benefit from employment and educational opportunities 

located within the region. Furthermore, with young people moving from overseas 

revealed as the key demographic contributing to the youthification of the Rest of 

Sydney in 2016, youthification in the Rest of Sydney does not reflect a óbrain drainô 

from GWS. Rather, the broad area of Greater Sydney has become more youthified, 

with young people drawn to the region from within NSW, interstate, and abroad. 

 

 

1.2. Key Findings 

¶ The young people who moved into GWS from outside the region: 

o Most frequently moved from overseas.  

o Most frequently moved to Cumberland.  

¶ The young people who moved out of GWS: 

o Most frequently moved from Canterbury-Bankstown, Parramatta, and 

Blacktown. As a proportion, the largest rates also moved from these 

LGAs. These areas were also home to large CALD populations. 

o Least frequently moved from Liverpool and Camden. As a proportion, 

the smallest rates moved from Wollondilly, Penrith and Camden. 

¶ The young people who moved from GWS to the Rest of Sydney: 

o Most frequently moved to the Inner West and City of Sydney. As a 

proportion, the largest rates moved to Strathfield and Canada Bay. 
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2. Understanding Youthification 

The phenomenon of youthification describes the relocation of young people to urban 

districts and areas of high-density housing. To date, youthification has been explored 

in research internationally2 and across Australia, in locations such as Sydney, 

Brisbane, Melbourne,3 and Adelaide.4 For example, observations of the 2016 

Australian Census noted that Sydney was youthified, as ñalmost half of Sydneyôs 

inner-city population is between 20 and 34 years oldò.5 Questions remain regarding 

who these young people may be, the locations from which they have relocated, and 

the locations to which they have moved. This paper begins to investigate these 

questions, with a focus on movements into, out of, and within GWS.  

 

Investigating the movements of young people in GWS is of great significance. Firstly, 

a substantial number of young people aged between 20 and 34 years live in the 

Greater Sydney area, consisting of GWS and the Rest of Sydney. At the time of the 

2016 Census, over half a million young people resided in both GWS (522,313) and 

the Rest of Sydney (548,592). Understanding the extent to which young people have 

departed or remained living in GWS provides valuable insight into how GWS has 

been experienced by young people. Such experiences are illuminated in this study 

by comparing trends among youth to trends among the all-ages population of GWS, 

plus youth living in comparative regions, such as the Rest of Sydney and the Rest of 

NSW. 

 

The dynamics of youth movements have begun to be explored within GWS and 

Australia. For example, for some young residents of the Blue Mountains, Western 

Sydney University researcher Francesca Sidoti found that moving to metropolitan 

Sydney was seen as a social expectation, or even a ñrite of passageò.6 Nationally, a 

2019 briefing from the Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute (AHURI) 

echoes this reflection on the cultural factors that may shape internal migration. As 

AHURI found, a Capital City CBD was considered by 16% of young respondents 

(aged between 25 and 34) to be an ñideal living locationò, compared to a mere 3% of 

 
2 wƛŎƘŀǊŘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ нлмфΣ Ψ¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ŦŀŘΩΣ CityLab, 28 May, available at 
<https://bit.ly/2KiXljX> 
3 Bajracharya, Pojani, and {ƛǇŜ нлмфΣ Ψ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƛƴΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻǳǘΥ с ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜΣ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ 
aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩΣ The Conversation, 3 July, available at <https://bit.ly/2QSOEjh> 
4 Glenn ς ǘƘŜ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 9ȄǇŜǊǘ нлмфΣ Ψ!ǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΚΩ, .id the population experts, 23 July, 
available at <https://bit.ly/37BETvP> 
5 Ibid 
6 Jennie Curtin 2лмуΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ YŀǘƻƻƳōŀΚΩΣ The Blue Mountains Gazette, 5 March, available 
at <https://bit.ly/35AalZO> 

https://bit.ly/2KiXljX
https://bit.ly/2QSOEjh
https://bit.ly/37BETvP
https://bit.ly/35AalZO
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respondents aged between 65 to 74 years.7 Together, such studies reflect that 

desires regarding place of residence may be associated with factors such as age 

and current place of living. 

 

The importance of investigating youthification in GWS is further emphasised by its 

causes. As listed in Figure 1 below, such causes include factors that pull young 

people towards urban centres and push them away from suburban or regional 

areas.8 For example, young people may be attracted to urban centres for 

employment and education opportunities, as well as lifestyle and proximity to public 

transport. Meanwhile, employment insecurity, long commuting distances, or socio-

cultural pressures may encourage young people to leave a suburban or regional 

area. With such influences likely shaping the internal migration of young people in 

GWS, exploring youthification may help to illuminate potential areas of strength and 

caution for the local governments and services of GWS, if GWS is to retain its youth 

population and continue to attract young residents.  

 

Figure 1: Push and pull factors for youthification 

 
Source: WESTIR Ltd, based on Moos 201512 

 
7 !I¦wL нлмфΣ Ψ5ƻ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΚΩΣ AHURI Brief, 10 December, 
available at <https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/do-younger-and-older-australian-households-want-the-same-
kind-of-housing> 
8 aŀǊƪǳǎ aƻƻǎ нлмрΣ ΨCǊƻƳ ƎŜƴǘǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǘƘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ-
ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΩΣ Urban Studies, 53(14): 2903-2920  

Pull Factors

¶Employment opportunities

¶Post-secondary education opportunities

¶Independent living away from parents or guardians

¶Urban lifestyle e.g. arts and cultural amenities, nightlife 

¶Access to public transport

Push Factors

¶Employment insecurity

¶Socio-cultural expectations or pressures to leave

¶Homelessness

¶High housing costs

¶Long commute time

https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/do-younger-and-older-australian-households-want-the-same-kind-of-housing
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/policy/ahuri-briefs/do-younger-and-older-australian-households-want-the-same-kind-of-housing
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Map 2: Greater Sydney residents (20 to 34 years old), 2016 
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2. Youthification in Greater Sydney  

In this paper, urban Sydney is imagined as not only the inner-city (as envisioned in 

existing research), 9 but as a region: óthe Rest of Sydneyô. For the purposes of this 

study, the Rest of Sydney is so characterised as it describes Greater Sydney without 

GWS (see óRegionsô and Map 1, pages 4 and 5). As such, the Rest of Sydney ranges 

from the Northern Beaches and Ku-ring-gai in the north, to Sutherland Shire in the 

south, and Burwood in the west. This definition is adopted to provide a broader 

insight into the extent to which youthification is occurring across Greater Sydney. 

Furthermore, as the Rest of Sydney and GWS are clearly defined by LGA 

boundaries, this distinction avoids any ambiguities of the term óinner-cityô. 

 

Table 1: NSW residents in 2016 by age group and NSW region of 
residence 

Region Youth 
population 

Total 
population  

Population 
youth rate  

GWS  513,096 2,307,182 22.2% 

Rest of Sydney 548,592 2,189,014 25.1% 

Rest of NSW 495,467 2,983,614 16.6% 

NSW Total 1,557,153 7,479,814 20.8% 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence. 

 

Among the Rest of Sydney population, over a quarter were aged between 20 and 34 

years (25.1%) at the time of the 2016 Census. Though this proportion of young 

residents in the Rest of Sydney was not as large as the proportion observed in inner-

city Sydney (ñalmost halfò),10 the Rest of Sydneyôs youth rate was greater than the 

state-wide average (20.8%) and rate in the Rest of NSW (16.6%), beyond Greater 

Sydney (see Table 1). Closer youth rates were seen between the Rest of Sydney 

and GWS, where 22.2% of residents were aged between 20 and 34 years. These 

proportions reveal that the Rest of Sydney was more youthified than other areas of 

NSW in 2016, followed closely by GWS.  

 

The youthified population of Greater Sydney is further emphasised by comparing 

NSW regions by age structure. Such a comparison is aided by Figure 2, where NSW 

residents are categorised by age and place of residence in 2016. As indicated in this 

chart, the number of residents in GWS, the Rest of Sydney, and the Rest of NSW 

converged in 2016 between the approximate ages of 18 and 24 years. The 

 
9 Bajracharya, Pojani, and Sipe 2019Σ Ψ¸ƻǳǘƘ in, families out: 6 charts on the inner cities of Brisbane, Sydney and 
aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩΣ The Conversation, 3 July, available at <https://bit.ly/2QSOEjh> 
10 Ibid 
 

https://bit.ly/2QSOEjh
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Figure 2: Age structure by NSW regions, 2016  

 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence. Please note: Excludes not stated and not applicable. 

 

Figure 3: Youth population change by GWS LGA, 2006 to 2016 

 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Time Series Profile, Table T03. 
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convergence was aided by an increasing number of young adults living in the Rest of 

Sydney, alongside a decreasing number of young adults living in the Rest of NSW. 

Interestingly, this trend emerges at approximately age 18, coinciding with the 

common age to complete secondary schooling. Such a convergence at this time 

suggests that young people may relocate away from their place of residence, notably 

in the Rest of NSW, to transition to employment or further education in larger urban 

centres such as the Rest of Sydney or GWS. The decrease seen in the Rest of NSW 

also implies that among NSW youth, young people migrating away from regional 

NSW are more likely to contribute to the youthification of the Rest of Sydney than the 

young residents of GWS.  

 

Just as GWS and the Rest of Sydney are youthified, so too are youth populations 

increasing. Since the 2006 Census, the population of individuals aged between 20 to 

34 years has increased in almost all GWS LGAs (see Figure 3). The largest youth 

population increase was observed in Camden, where the number of young residents 

in 2016 (16,745 people) was 63.4% greater than in 2006 (10,250 people). Such an 

increase was no doubt aided by extensive housing developments emerging in this 

South West Growth Area, 11 such as Oran Park.12 In the same period, the youth 

population decreased in only one GWS LGA, being the Blue Mountains. Here, the 

number of young people was 8.8% lower in 2016 (10,615 people) than in 2006 

(11,635 people), raising questions regarding appropriate employment and lifestyle 

opportunities for young people in the area.  

  

 
11 Carolyn Cummins нлмсΣ Ψ!ƭƭ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǿŜǎt growth zoneΩΣ The Sydney Morning Herald, 24 March, 
available at < https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/all-roads-lead-to-sydneys-south-west-growth-zone-
20160324-gnqoee.htmlҔΤ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ό5tL9ύ нлмфΣ Ψ{ƻǳǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ 
DǊƻǿǘƘ !ǊŜŀΩΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ғhttps://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-
Precincts/South-West-Growth-AreaҔΤ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 5tL9 нлмфΣ ΨbƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ DǊƻǿǘƘ !ǊŜŀΩΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 
<https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/North-West-Growth-Area>. 
12 Kayla Osborne 20мсΣ ΨhǊŀƴ tŀǊƪΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōƻƻƳΩ, Campbelltown Macarthur Advertiser, 22 August, available at 
<https://bit.ly/35toKH0>  
 

https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/all-roads-lead-to-sydneys-south-west-growth-zone-20160324-gnqoee.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/all-roads-lead-to-sydneys-south-west-growth-zone-20160324-gnqoee.html
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/South-West-Growth-Area
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/South-West-Growth-Area
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/North-West-Growth-Area
https://bit.ly/35toKH0
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3. Migrating out of GWS 

Despite the trends in age structure across the regions of NSW, which suggest that 

young GWS residents were not the key factor contributing to the youthification of the 

Rest of Sydney, a notable proportion of young people still departed GWS after 2011, 

to live elsewhere in Australia in 2016. Such migration of young people out of GWS 

prompts two questions: (i) from where did young people leave GWS; and (ii) to where 

did these young people go? In this section, these queries are explored by comparing 

óPlace of Residenceô in 2016 to self-reported óPlace of Residence Five Years Priorô, in 

2011. These movements are distinguished by moving interstate and moving within 

NSW.  

 

3.1. Moving Interstate  

Of the young people who departed GWS after 2011 and remained in Australia in 

2016, almost all continued to reside in NSW (96.1%, 392,246 people, see Table 2). 

The remaining 3.9% (15,767 people) had moved to another Australian state or 

territory. For GWS, the rate of young people who moved interstate between 2011 and 

2016 was higher than the rate of interstate migration for all ages (2.5%). As such, of 

GWS residents in 2011, young people were more likely than the all-ages population 

average to move out of NSW and relocate elsewhere in Australia.  

 

Table 2: GWS residents in 2011 by Australian state or territory of residence, 2016 
 

Lived in GWS in 2011  
All ages Youth 

State of residence 2016 Count % Count % 

New South Wales 1,837,702 97.5 392,246 96.1 

Victoria 12,309 0.7 4,747 1.2 

Queensland 20,579 1.1 5,777 1.4 

South Australia 2,870 0.2 1,022 0.3 

Western Australia 4,550 0.2 1,577 0.4 

Tasmania 1,273 0.1 290 0.1 

Northern Territory 1,117 0.1 520 0.1 

Australian Capital Territory 3,944 0.2 1,820 0.5 

Other Territories 26 0.0 12 0.0 

Australia Total 1,476,354 100.0 408,013 100.0 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence. 

Please note: No reliance should be placed on small cells. 

 

The young people who left GWS to move interstate after 2011 were most likely to 

reside in Queensland or Victoria in 2016 (see Table 2). In 2016, Queensland was 

home to 1.4% (5,777 people) of young Australian residents who had lived in GWS in 

2011. Victoria was home to 1.2% (4,747 people) of this cohort. As destinations for 
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internal migration, the popularity of these states was not unique to young people. For 

example, Queensland (1.1%, 20,579 people) and Victoria (0.7%, 12,309 people) 

were also the most common destinations for interstate migration between 2011 and 

2016 for GWS residents of all ages. Regardless, these proportions reveal that young 

people in GWS were more likely than the population average to move interstate, 

particularly to Queensland and Victoria.  

 

3.2. Moving within NSW 

A significant number of young people who lived in GWS in 2011 remained living in 

NSW at the time of the 2016 Census (349,656 people, 89.6% of the 2016 population, 

see Figure 4). At this time in 2016, those who had relocated were more likely to have 

moved to the Rest of Sydney (7.6%) than the Rest of NSW (2.7%, see Figure 4), 

suggesting that young GWS residents may have somewhat contributed to the 

youthification of the Rest of Sydney.  

 

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence. 

 

  

Figure 4: GWS residents in 2011 (20 to 34 years old), by place of residence in NSW, 2016 

Rest of 
Sydney
7.6%

Rest of NSW
2.7%

GWS
89.7%
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3.2.1. Moving to the Rest of Sydney 

Examining individual LGAs in GWS illuminates where young GWS residents most 

frequently departed to relocate to the Rest of Sydney. For example, of the young 

people who had lived in Parramatta in 2011 and remained in NSW in 2016, 16.9% 

(6,162 people) had relocated to the Rest of Sydney by 2016 (see Table 3). This 

departure rate from Parramatta was the highest among all GWS LGAs, indicating 

strong movement out of Parramatta and into the Rest of Sydney. High rates were 

also seen in the Hills Shire (14.6%, 3,305 people), as well as Canterbury-Bankstown 

(11.1%, 6,542 people). Observing the highest rates in these LGAs is not surprising, 

as each are located on the eastern fringe of GWS, adjacent to the Rest of Sydney.  

 

Table 3: GWS residents in 2011 by NSW region of residence, 2016 

 Location in 2016  
GWS Rest of Sydney Rest of NSW Total 

LGA in 2011 Count % Count % Count % Count 

Blacktown 52,404 93.1 2,448 4.3 1,441 2.6 56,297 

Blue Mountains 8,257 81.3 1,121 11.0 785 7.7 10,160 

Camden  9,408 90.4 506 4.9 493 4.7 10,404 

Campbelltown 26,590 91.8 1,277 4.4 1,111 3.8 28,972 

Canterbury-Bankstown 51,528 87.3 6,542 11.1 941 1.6 59,015 

Cumberland  37,814 91.2 2,967 7.2 670 1.6 41,449 

Fairfield 35,955 94.7 1,593 4.2 439 1.2 37,984 

Hawkesbury 9,468 89.0 529 5.0 651 6.1 10,643 

Liverpool 31,957 92.8 1,698 4.9 782 2.3 34,441 

Parramatta 29,444 80.7 6,162 16.9 864 2.4 36,474 

Penrith 31,911 92.6 1,313 3.8 1,238 3.6 34,463 

The Hills Shire 18,827 83.2 3,305 14.6 492 2.2 22,626 

Wollondilly 6,091 85.3 307 4.3 734 10.3 7,138 

GWS Total 349,656 89.6 29,763 7.6 10,642 2.7 390,060 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence.  

Please note: Colours mark the highest (green) and lowest (red) percentages by column. 

 

As the highest proportion of young people moved into the Rest of Sydney from 

GWSôs eastern fringe, one may presume that the lowest proportions of young people 

moved to the Rest of Sydney from GWSôs western fringe. However, as seen in Table 

3, this is not the case. Strong movement into the Rest of Sydney was evident from 

the Blue Mountains, at the western periphery of GWS. Specifically, of the young 

people who had lived in the Blue Mountains in 2011 and remained in NSW in 2016, 

11.0% (1,121 people) had relocated to the Rest of Sydney (see Table 3).  

 

Elsewhere on the periphery of GWS, the fewest young people exited to relocate to 

the Rest of Sydney from Wollondilly (307 people) and Camden (506 people, see 

Table 3). As a proportion, the LGA with the smallest rate of former residents that had 
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moved to the Rest of Sydney by 2016 was not on the edge of GWS, but rather 

Penrith (3.8% of the 2011 Penrith youth population). Penrith was closely followed by 

Fairfield (4.2% of the 2011 Fairfield youth population), which is also geographically 

closer to the Sydney CBD than numerous other GWS LGAs. The occurrence of 

Fairfield in this measure, as the only GWS LGA ranked at the lowest SEIFA decile, 

raises the question as to whether the relocation of youth to the Rest of Sydney may 

be influenced by socioeconomic advantage and disadvantage.  

 

3.2.2. Moving to the Rest of NSW 

Young people who departed GWS to relocate to the Rest of NSW most likely resided 

in LGAs at the north and south periphery of GWS before leaving the area. High rates 

of departing Greater Sydney were most evident in Wollondilly (10.3%, 734 people) 

and Hawkesbury (6.1%, 651 people, see Table 3). Interestingly, despite young 

residents departing the Blue Mountains to move to the Rest of Sydney at a rather 

high rate (11.0%), the Blue Mountains also observed a sizable proportion of its young 

residents relocating to the Rest of NSW (7.7%, 785 people). Such high rates of 

movement among young Blue Mountains residents may help to explain why the Blue 

Mountains was the only LGA in GWS where the youth population decreased between 

2006 and 2016 (see Figure 3, page 12). 

 

 

3.3. Section Summary 

Of the young people who moved out of GWS between 2011 and 2016, most 

remained in NSW. Many who remained moved to either the Rest of Sydney or Rest 

of NSW: 

¶ Of the young people who moved to the Rest of Sydney, most who had lived in 

GWS in 2011 resided in Canterbury-Bankstown and Parramatta. The highest 

proportions exited Parramatta and the Hills Shire. 

¶ Of the young people who moved to the Rest of Sydney, the fewest who had 

lived in GWS in 2011 resided in Wollondilly and Camden. The smallest 

proportions exited Penrith and Fairfield.  

¶ Young people living in semi-rural LGAs at the periphery of GWS, such as 

Wollondilly, were more likely than young residents of other GWS LGAs to exit 

Greater Sydney and relocate to regional areas of NSW. 

¶ Although young GWS residents moved to the Rest of Sydney, they were not 

necessarily the main factor contributing to youthification in the Rest of Sydney. 
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4. Migrating into GWS 

Just as young people migrated out of GWS between 2011 and 2016, others moved 

into GWS. In this time, GWS experienced significant housing, transport, and cultural 

developments, such as developments in the South West and North West Growth 

Areas,13 supporting the areaôs title as Sydneyôs ósecond cityô within the Greater 

Sydney Commissionôs óThree Citiesô Plan.14 With GWS also home to significant 

educational and employment opportunities, such developments have likely helped to 

attract young people to GWS. Amongst these dynamics, the GWS population 

increased by over half a million people (562,574) between 2011 and 2016.  

 

One factor contributing to the increase in the GWS population was the arrival of 

young people who had formerly lived elsewhere in NSW, Australia, and overseas. 

According to the 2016 Census, 31.8% of young people living in GWS in 2016 did not 

live in GWS in 2011. This proportion, which was higher than the average across all 

age groups (26.0%), suggests that age may be a factor in internal migration trends. 

By exploring where these young individuals previously resided, this section 

investigates whether youthification may be occurring in GWS itself.  

 

4.1. Place of Residence in 2011 

The residents of GWS in 2016 had lived in highly diverse places in 2011. As the 

above analysis found, young people who had lived in GWS in 2011 were highly likely 

to remain living in GWS in 2016. Indeed, 68.2% of young GWS residents in 2016 had 

lived in GWS in 2011. As this section explores, the remaining 31.8% lived either 

overseas, interstate, or elsewhere in NSW (see Figure 5). 

 

Interestingly, a comparison of Figures 5 and its all-ages equivalent (Figure 6) reveals 

that trends in the former place of residence of young people differed from trends 

among the total population of GWS in 2016. As these two charts show, a larger 

proportion of young GWS residents had moved from overseas in the five years 

preceding 2016 (14.3%, 73,337 people) than the average of all age groups (6.6%, 

152,807 people). Similarly, a larger proportion of young people formerly resided in 

the Rest of Sydney (6.3%, 32,271 people) than all ages (3.8%, 88,256 people). Such 

 
13 Carolyn Cummins нлмсΣ Ψ!ƭƭ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǿŜǎǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ȊƻƴŜΩΣ The Sydney Morning Herald, 24 March, 
available at < https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/all-roads-lead-to-sydneys-south-west-growth-zone-
20160324-gnqoee.html>; NSW Government DPIE нлмфΣ Ψ{ƻǳǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ DǊƻǿǘƘ !ǊŜŀΩΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 
<https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/South-West-Growth-Area>; 
b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 5tL9 нлмфΣ ΨbƻǊǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ DǊƻǿǘƘ !ǊŜŀΩΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ғhttps://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-
area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/North-West-Growth-Area>. 
14 Rob Roggema and Peter Bishop нлмуΣ Ψ! ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ȅŘƴŜȅΥ ! ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΚΩΣ The Conversation, 8 January, available 
at <https://bit.ly/2KT3l21>  
 

https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/all-roads-lead-to-sydneys-south-west-growth-zone-20160324-gnqoee.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/all-roads-lead-to-sydneys-south-west-growth-zone-20160324-gnqoee.html
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/South-West-Growth-Area
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/North-West-Growth-Area
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Plans-for-your-area/Priority-Growth-Areas-and-Precincts/North-West-Growth-Area
https://bit.ly/2KT3l21
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an attraction of young people to GWS implies that GWS may itself have experienced 

a degree of youthification between 2011 and 2016.  

 

Figure 5: GWS residents in 2016 (20 to 34 years old) by place of residence, 2011 

 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence. 

 
 

Figure 6: GWS residents in 2016 (all ages) by place of residence, 2011 

 
Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2016, Counting Persons, Place of Usual Residence. 
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