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Income

According to the ABS (2011) income is a combination of all receipts received by the household or by
individual members of the household. Whether the receipts are monetary or in kind, it is intended to support
current consumption. The new Australian Statistical Geography Standard (ASGS) has been used to analyse
the selected regions of Greater Sydney and NSW. The focus of this resource paper is household income.
Income amounts have been calculated per week. The ABS (2011) defines a household to be a group of two
or more related or unrelated people who live in the same dwelling. Examples of households include
unrelated persons, same sex couples and single parent households. A ‘family household’ is one which
contains two or more persons who are related by blood, marriage, adopted, step or fostering residing in the
same dwelling thus some households will contain more than one family.

Non family households:

In GWS the, 32.9% (41,323) of non family households earned between $1-399. In comparison to GWS
there were higher proportions of people in Greater Sydney who earned in the higher income brackets. For
example, 10.3% (42,109) of non family households in Greater Sydney had an income that fell in the $2000-
2999 bracket compared to only 5.1% of people in GWS. Within GWS, LGAs such as Fairfield and
Bankstown had the highest proportions of non family households earning in the $1-399 income bracket
(42.4% and 41.1%).

Family households:

Unlike non family households, the family household data indicates that differences in proportions were more
similar across the selected region. The most common family household income bracket in GWS and
Greater Sydney was $1000-1999. 29.3% of GWS and 26% of family households fell into this income
bracket. Within GWS, 31.7% (14,731) of people in Penrith had a family household income between $1000-
1999. ltis interesting to note the relatively higher proportions of family households in The Hills Shire earning
in the higher income brackets. In comparison to Greater Sydney, there were higher proportions of
households in The Hills Shire who fell in the income brackets of $2000-2999 and $3000 or more. 26.4%
(12,145) of family households in The Hills Shire fell in the $3000 or more income bracket compared to
18.5% (205,801) in Greater Sydney.

Total Household Income:

Total household income did not vary significantly from family household income. The most common income
bracket in GWS and Greater Sydney remained as $1000-1999 (169,502). Within GWS 2.5% (552) of
households in Auburn did not have an income. LGAs such as Bankstown (12.6%) and Fairfield (12.2%) had
the highest proportion of households earning $1-399 and $400-999 which may reflect the lower socio
economic levels of the areas.

Poverty Lines:

Poverty lines indicate whether people are considered to be in poverty. According to the Melbourne Institute
of Applied Economic and Social Research® (2011) the poverty line fluctuates quarterly as a result of various
factors including housing costs. In 2011 the poverty line was placed at less than $800 per week (Melbourne
Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research, 2011).

In GWS there were pockets of areas in which have a high number of people earning less than $800 (see
map 1). These areas are more prominent near the railway line. LGA’s such as Blacktown (23,864), Fairfield
(19,586) and Bankstown (19,232) proved to have a high number of households earning less than $800.
Bankstown’s high number of people below the national poverty line could be the result of a high number of
non family households whose combined incomes would be comparatively lower than family household
incomes.

! For more information see http://melbourneinstitute.com/miaesr/publications/indicators/poverty-lines-
australia.html.
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Table 1: Income of non family households in GWS and selected regions.

Total non family household income, 2011

: Partial A" Totgl non
il 1399 [400-999  |1000-1909 [2000- 300001 - fipoqy,,  fincome family
income 2999 more not household
stated .
stated income
Auburn 236 1,260 1,328 1,092 446 87 194 244 4,887
Bankstown 384 5,183 3,621 1,917 437 67 194 815 12,618
Blacktown 399 5,834 5,132 3,606 784 132 307 992 17,186
Blue Mountains 154 2,442 2,855 1,676 398 30 130 297 7,982
Camden 73 820 838 756 207 30 49 137 2,910
Campbelltown 229 3,252 3,146 2,236 394 41 155 452 9,905
Fairfield 379 4,189 2,870 1,345 239 27 188 640 9,877
Hawkesbury 120 1,332 1,607 1,136 203 24 80 256 4,758
Holroyd 199 2,619 2,298 1,776 337 67 114 380 7,790
Liverpool 257 3,657 2,707 1,907 360 45 151 590 9,574
Parramatta 476 4,566 4,167 3,822 1,149 230 374 749 15,533
Penrith 299 3,847 4,069 3,162 557 81 234 649 12,898
The Hills Shire 194 1,647 2,179 1,897 820 126 143 268 7,274
Wollondilly 66 775 823 521 114 17 29 135 2,480
GWS 3,465 41,323 37,640 26,849 6,445 1,004 2,342 6,604 125,672
Greater Sydney 12,904| 104,981 112,830 96,795 42,109 9,221 12,139 17,782 408,761
NSW 18,801| 210,541 208,896 141,617 52,656 10,549 17,048 33,787 693,895

Source: ABS (2011), Table B28




Total non family household income, 2011 %

g Partial A" Totgl fon
i 1399  |400-999  [1000-1999 (2000~ |30000r iy 5 [Income family
income 2999 more not household
stated .
stated income
Auburn 4.8% 25.8% 27.2% 22.3% 9.1% 1.8% 4.0% 5.0% 100.0%
Bankstown 3.0% 41.1% 28.7% 15.2% 3.5% 0.5% 1.5% 6.5% 100.0%
Blacktown 2.3% 33.9% 29.9% 21.0% 4.6% 0.8% 1.8% 5.8% 100.0%
Blue Mountains 1.9% 30.6% 35.8% 21.0% 5.0% 0.4% 1.6% 3.7% 100.0%
Camden 2.5% 28.2% 28.8% 26.0% 7.1% 1.0% 1.7% 4.7% 100.0%
Campbelltown 2.3% 32.8% 31.8% 22.6% 4.0% 0.4% 1.6% 4.6% 100.0%
Fairfield 3.8% 42.4% 29.1% 13.6% 2.4% 0.3% 1.9% 6.5% 100.0%
Hawkesbury 2.5% 28.0% 33.8% 23.9% 4.3% 0.5% 1.7% 5.4% 100.0%
Holroyd 2.6% 33.6% 29.5% 22.8% 4.3% 0.9% 1.5% 4.9% 100.0%
Liverpool 2.7% 37.2% 28.3% 19.9% 3.8% 0.5% 1.6% 6.2% 100.0%
Parramatta 3.1% 29.4% 26.8% 24.6% 7.4% 1.5% 2.4% 4.8% 100.0%
Penrith 2.3% 29.8% 31.5% 24.5% 4.3% 0.6% 1.8% 5.0% 100.0%
The Hills Shire 2.7% 22.6% 30.0% 26.1% 11.3% 1.7% 2.0% 3.7% 100.0%
Wollondilly 2.7% 31.3% 33.2% 21.0% 4.6% 0.7% 1.2% 5.4% 100.0%
GWS 2.8% 32.9% 30.0% 21.4% 5.1% 0.8% 1.9% 5.3% 100.0%
Greater Sydney 3.2% 25.7% 27.6% 23.7% 10.3% 2.3% 3.0% 4.4% 100.0%
NSW 2.7% 30.3% 30.1% 20.4% 7.6% 1.5% 2.5% 4.9% 100.0%




Table 2: Income of family households in GWS and selected regions.

Family household income, 2011

Nl 1-399 400-999  |1000-1999 |2000-2999 |3000O" iFr"n&::gIr&:]Ie Allincome 1.

income more J—— not stated
Auburn 316 948 4,565 4,854 2,759 1,792 1618 399| 17,193
Bankstown 464 1826  12,085| 12,846 7387 4524 4274 1029| 44619
Blacktown 589 2261| 15791 23333 16410 9,246 6,787 1617| 76473
Blue Mountains 83 403 4266 5,830 4265 2871 2028 230| 20048
Camden 87 313 2359 4.250 3.028 2510 1,336 218| 14,964
Campbelltown 244 972 8524| 11,748 7275 3,601 3,650 776| 37381
Fairfield 618 2354]  13498| 13438 6,433 3539 4602 1190 45958
Hawkesbury 105 447 3.067 4,958 3.479 2111 1,625 287| 16,087
Holroyd 236 928 6116 7681 4732 2,726 2213 291 25222
Liverpool 384 1578 9.882| 13228 8,681 4.888 4279 993| 44,019
Parramatta 482 1,552 9,158 11,965 8,172 5,561 3,613 736 41,170
Penrith 248 1,050 9.128|  14731| 10372 5,639 4243 922| 46493
The Hills Shire 363 1,075 5862| 10461 11215 12,145 4,668 503| 46,023
Wollondilly 70 240 2191 3330 2,451 1,693 1,209 279 11472
GWS 4280  15947| 106492 142,653| 97,559 62,936 46,145 9.670|  487.122
Greater Sydney | 10,745]  34947| 214331| 289,769] 231579] 205801] 107831  19,040] 1112,635
NSW 15,621| 56371 417.424] 482,427| 333845| 262405 174169  33.299] 1,777,400




Family household income, 2011

i Partial .
NIl 1-399 400-999  [1000-1999 (20002999 [2%°0°" fincome A INCOME oy
iIncome more stated not stated
Auburn 1.8% 55%|  266%|  282%|  16.0%|  104% 9.4% 2.3%|  100.0%
Bankstown 1.0% 41%|  27.1%|  288%|  166%|  101% 9.6% 23%| _ 100.0%
Blacktown 0.8% 30%|  206%|  305%|  215%|  121% 8.9% 21%| _ 100.0%
Blue Mountains 0.4% 20%|  213%|  201%|  213%|  143%|  10.1% 11%|  1000%
Camden 0.6% 21%|  158%|  284%|  262%|  168% 8.9% 15%|  100.0%
Campbelltown 0.7% 2.6% 22.8% 31.4% 19.5% 9.9% 9.8% 2.1% 100.0%
Fairfield 1.3% 51%|  204%|  202%|  14.0% 7% 10.0% 2.6%| _ 100.0%
Hawkesbury 0.7% 28%|  101%|  308%|  216%|  131%|  10.1% 18%|  1000%
Holroyd 0.9% 37%|  242%|  305%|  18.8%|  108% 8.8% 1.9%|  1000%
Liverpool 0.9% 36%|  224%|  304%|  19.7%|  111% 9.7% 2.3%|  100.0%
Parramatta 1.2% 38%|  222%|  291%|  198%|  135% 8.8% 18%|  100.0%
Penrith 0.5% 23%|  106%|  3L7%|  22.3%|  121% 9.1% 2.0%| _ 100.0%
The Hills Shire 0.8% 23%|  127%|  220%|  244%|  264%|  10.1% 11%|  1000%
Wollondilly 0.6% 21%|  101%|  200%|  214%|  148%|  105% 24%| _ 100.0%
GWS 0.9% 33%|  219%|  203%|  200%|  129% 9.5% 2.0%|  100.0%
Greater Sydney 1.0% 31%|  103%|  260%|  20.8%|  185% 9.7% 17%|  1000%
NSW 0.9% 32%|  235%|  27a%|  18.8%|  148% 9.8% 1.9%|  1000%

Table 3: Total household income in GWS and selected regions.




Tota{I Household 'income

3000 or Partial All income
Nil income [1-399 400-999 1000-1999 (2000-2999 income Total
more stated not stated
Auburn 552 2,150 5,893 5,946 3,205 1,879 1,812 643 22,080
Bankstown 848 7,193 15,706 14,763 7,824 4,591 4,468 1,844 57,237
Blacktown 088 8,534 20,923 26,939 17,194 9,378 7,094 2,609 93,659
Blue Mountains 237 2,917 7,121 7,506 4,663 2,901 2,158 527 28,030
Camden 160 1,096 3,197 5,006 4,135 2,540 1,385 355 17,874
Campbelltown 473 4,725 11,670 13,984 7,669 3,732 3,805 1,228 47,286
Fairfield 997 6,829 16,368 14,783 6,672 3,566 4,790 1,830 55,835
Hawkesbury 225 1,787 4,674 6,094 3,682 2,135 1,705 543 20,845
Holroyd 435 3,646 8,414 9,457 5,069 2,793 2,327 871 33,012
Liverpool 641 5,241 12,589 15,135 9,041 4,933 4,430 1,583 53,593
Parramatta 958 6,049 13,325 15,787 9,321 5,791 3,987 1,485 56,703
Penrith 547 5,057 13,197 17,893 10,929 5,720 4,477 1,571 59,391
The Hills Shire 557 2,453 8,041 12,358 12,035 12,271 4,811 771 53,297
Wollondilly 136 1,024 3,014 3,851 2,565 1,710 1,238 414 13,952
GWS 7,754 58,701 144,132 169,502 104,004 63,940 48,487 16,274 612,794
Greater Sydney 23,649 138,520 327,161 386,564 273,688 215,022 119,970 36,822 1,521,396
NSW 34,422 268,751 626,320 624,044 386,501 272,954 191,217 67,086| 2,471,295




Total Household income

i 3000 or Partial All income
Nil income |1-399 400-999 1000-1999 (2000-2999 income Total
more stated not stated

2.5% 9.7% 26.7% 26.9% 14.5% 8.5% 8.2% 2.9% 100.0%
Auburn
Bankstown 1.5% 12.6% 27.4% 25.8% 13.7% 8.0% 7.8% 3.2% 100.0%
Blacktown 1.1% 9.1% 22.3% 28.8% 18.4% 10.0% 7.6% 2.8% 100.0%
Blue Mountains 0.8% 10.4% 25.4% 26.8% 16.6% 10.3% 7.7% 1.9% 100.0%
Camden 0.9% 6.1% 17.9% 28.0% 23.1% 14.2% 7.7% 2.0% 100.0%
Campbelltown 1.0% 10.0% 24.7% 29.6% 16.2% 7.9% 8.0% 2.6% 100.0%
Fairfield 1.8% 12.2% 29.3% 26.5% 11.9% 6.4% 8.6% 3.3% 100.0%
Hawkesbury 1.1% 8.6% 22.4% 29.2% 17.7% 10.2% 8.2% 2.6% 100.0%
Holroyd 1.3% 11.0% 25.5% 28.6% 15.4% 8.5% 7.0% 2.6% 100.0%
Liverpool 1.3% 11.0% 25.5% 28.6% 15.4% 8.5% 7.0% 2.6% 100.0%
Parramatta 1.7% 10.7% 23.5% 27.8% 16.4% 10.2% 7.0% 2.6% 100.0%
Penrith 0.9% 8.5% 22.2% 30.1% 18.4% 9.6% 7.5% 2.6% 100.0%
The Hills Shire 1.0% 4.6% 15.1% 23.2% 22.6% 23.0% 9.0% 1.4% 100.0%
Wollondilly 1.0% 7.3% 21.6% 27.6% 18.4% 12.3% 8.9% 3.0% 100.0%
GWS 1.3% 9.6% 23.5% 27.7% 17.0% 10.4% 7.9% 2.7% 100.0%
Greater Sydney 1.6% 9.1% 21.5% 25.4% 18.0% 14.1% 7.9% 2.4% 100.0%
NSW 1.4% 10.9% 25.3% 25.3% 15.6% 11.0% 7.7% 2.7% 100.0%

Source ABS (2011), Table 28




Map 1:

Households earning less than $800 per week in Greater Western Sydney
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