
40.5% employed
9.8% unemplyed
48.3% not in the labour force
Their employment pattern is
almost equal, 14.6% were
employed full-time and 15.1%
part-time
Most of them worked in the
Construction industries (25.2%)

Common occupations among
them was Technicians and
Trades Workers (35.0%,) and
Labourers (22.3%)
Most of them either had Nil or
Negative income (41.0%) 
A significant portion of them
were only earning between $1
and $499 (36.1%) per week

2021 CENSUS TOPIC PAPER EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Young People (16-17-Year-Olds) in
Greater Western Sydney (GWS)
A focus on the risk of disengagement from
school, family and community

7.0% (4,490) 
of total young people were not attending an educational institution

(disengaged from school) during the 2021 Census. This is a 0.5
percentage point increase from the 2016 Census (6.5%, 3,935)35)

63,727 total young people aged 16-17 years in GWS. More males
(52.2%) than females (47.8%)
This is 5.9% increase in numbers since the 2016 Census (60,195)

Characteristics of young people (16-17 years) disengaged from
school

Who are they?

Their employment and income

Unpaid work and care

Disability

Health

92.8% Australian Citizens
89.9% Australian born
9.2% Indegenous

4.9% of them had a disability

This fact sheet is a summary of WESTIR Ltd’s 2021 Census publication entitled 
Young People (16-17-Year-Olds) in Greater Western Sydney
A focus on the risk of disengagement from school, family and community 
Access the report via the QR Code or https://www.westir.org.au/pdf-view/?po=2443&pdf=2444  

4.9% of them provided unpaid care
      for their own child or children and/or other 
      child or children

4.8% of them also provided unpaid 
      assistance to a Person with a Disability, 
      Health Condition, or due to Old age

22.0% of them at least had one or more 
      long-term health conditions

Mental health conditions (including 
      depression or anxiety) was the top long
      term health conditions among them



6.9% 
(45,283) of children and young
people (aged 0-17 years) were
subject to concern reports in

2023-24

5.2%
(34,330) of children and young

people (aged 0-17 years) met the
risk of significant harm (ROSH)

threshold in 2023-24

0.6%
(3,398) of children and young

people (aged 0-17 years) were in
Out-of-Home Care in 2023-24

1,039
domestic violence-related assaults
were recorded in GWS in March 2025

– up 4.9% from February 2025

At risk of disengagement from families

1.  The age groups may vary depending on the data sources and availability of data
for that particular age groups.
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4.1% 
(2,609) of young people (aged

16-17) were not engaged in
employment, education and

training during the 2021 Census 

0.5% 
(339) of young people

 (aged 16-17) were experiencing
homelessness during the 2021

Census

6.4% 
(4,067) of young people (aged
16-17) were living with mental
health conditions during the

2021 Census

3.1% 
(1,958) of young people

(aged 16-17) reported having a
disability during the 2021 Census

5,983
were active NDIS participants
(15-18 years) for Quarter 3 of

Financial Year (2024-25)

15,757
persons of interests (POIs)

(under 18 years) were proceeded
against in Court between 2019

and 2023

11,945
POIs (under 18 years) were

handled through Court diversion

2. The age groups may vary depending on the data sources and availability of data
for that particular age groups.

At risk of disengagement from communities2
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