DISABILITY IN
WESTIR GREATER WESTERN SYDNEY

LIMITED

This fact sheet is a summary of WESTIR Ltd’s 2021 Census publication
entitled Disability in Greater Western Sydney. Access the report via the QR
Code or https://www.westir.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/dgws.pdf

5.8% (151,963 of 2,606,544)

people were living with disability in GWS
(this is equal to 583.0 persons per 10,000 usual residents)
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Key facts of people living with disability

in GWS during the 2021 Census
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Among the applicable people living with disability
in GWS (those aged 15 years and over), the
highest proportion of them had completed
secondary education - Years 10 and above (33.5%
or 45,447).

The most commonly reported fields of study
among applicable population living with disability
in GWS (those aged 15 years and over who stated a
completed qualification) was Engineering and
Related Technology (17.7% or 7,891).

The proportion of people with disability attending
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// '// SCHooL \\\\\ Most of them were in Primary - Government
0 W
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institution (84.1% or 127,728).

Among the applicable people living with disability
in GWS (those aged 15 years and over and were
employed), the highest proportion of them were
working in the Private Sector (83.8% or 8,409).




Key facts [cont’d]

The top industry of employment among
applicable people with disability in GWS (those
aged 15 years and over and employed) were
Health and Social Assistance (18.4% or 1,847).

Among the applicable people with disability in
GWS (those aged 15 years and over), the largest
groups earned only $300-399 per week (23.1% or
31,352), suggesting most people with disability are
low-income residents.

Regarding travel to work among applicable people
with disability (those aged 15 years and over and
employed) in GWS, the most common travel
modes were Car, as driver (27.7% or 2,776), with
very few using public transport. Some of them
also worked from home (24.9% or 2,494).

Most people with disabilities in GWS also had one
long-term health condition (50,671), with many
others experiencing two or more.

Note: Disability data are not directly collected in the ABS 2021 Census. Instead, the ABS
variable named ‘Core activity need for assistance (ASSNP)’ is a close signifier of disability
data, collected in the Census. It records the number of people with a profound or severe core
activity limitation who needs assistance in their day-to day lives in one or more of the three
core activity areas of self-care, mobility, and communication.

Suggested Citation: Bhusal, R. (2023). Disability in Greater Western Sydney (2021 Census
Topic Paper Executive Summary). WESTIR Ltd. https://www.westir.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2023/09/dgws.pdf



