
8.2% (214,678 of 2,606,544)
of the GWS population was aged 0-5 years old in 2021

This was a +6.9% increase from 200,869 in 2016
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2021 CENSUS TOPIC PAPER EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

0-5 YEAR OLDS IN 
GREATER WESTERN SYDNEY

This fact sheet is a summary of WESTIR Ltd’s 2021 Census publication entitled
0-5 Year Olds in Greater Western Sydney, prepared by Christina Klassen.
Access the report via the QR Code or https://www.westir.org.au/census/0-5-
year-olds-in-greater-western-sydney/

Number of children aged 0-5 years in GWS LGAs
(including Lithgow and Wingecarribee)

Proportion of children (out of each LGA population)
aged 0-5 years in GWS LGAs

(including Lithgow and Wingecarribee)

51.4% male;
48.6% female

More 5-year-olds
than any other 1-year
age group (from 0-5

years)

3.5% (7,525) of 0-5
year olds were

Indigenous



4.2% (9,064) were born overseas, while 60.4% (129,679) had at
least one parent born overseas. Over one-third (34.3% or 73,572)
had both parents born in Australia. 37.9% (81,341) used a
language other than English at home, while over half (54.8%, or
117,694) used English at home. 

The most common religious affiliations were
Christianity (36.3% or 77,945), followed by
'Secular Beliefs and Other Spiritual Beliefs and
No Religious Affiliation’ (26.2%, 56,171), and
Islam (16.6% or 35,681). 

The most common family structure categories were: 
Family composition: couple families with children (82.3% or
176,744)
Household composition: one family households (85.0% or
182,394)
Child type: 90.4% (194,137) were categorised as the ‘Natural,
or adopted child of both parents and lone parent’
Number of persons in the family: 37.6% (80,810) lived in four
person families
Family blending: 75.2% (161,514) lived in intact families with
no other children (e.g., step children)

Key facts about 0-5 year old children living
 in GWS during the 2021 Census
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Less than 1 in 50 children in this age group had a disability
or need for assistance, at 1.8% (3,887). Meanwhile, 3.6%
(7,624) of 0-5 year old children in GWS had at least one of
the selected long-term health conditions.1

 These selected conditions are arthritis, asthma, cancer (including remission), dementia (including Alzheimer’s), diabetes (excluding gestational
diabetes), heart disease (including heart attack or angina), kidney disease, lung condition (including COPD or emphysema), mental health condition
(including depression or anxiety), and stroke. 

1

Further information on the family blending variable (FBLF) is available at: https://www.abs.gov.au/census/guide-census-data/census-dictionary/
2021/variables-topic/household-and-families/family-blending-fblf 

A small percentage (0.3%, 709) lived in same-sex couple families.

Most 0-5 year olds (71.8% or 154,019) lived in separate
houses, and 77.5% (140,236) of 1-5 year olds lived at the
same address in 2021 as they had in the year prior. Nearly
half (48.3% or 103,624) lived in dwellings owned with a
mortgage.

2
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Key facts [cont’d] - NSW Health Data

Suggested Citation: Baroy, N. (2025). 0-5 Year Olds in Greater Western Sydney (2021
Census Topic Paper Executive Summary). WESTIR Ltd. https://www.westir.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2023/09/dgws.pdf
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Top 3 causes of hospitalisation within age groups
(2022-23)

< 1 year 1-4 years 5 years

Other factors
influencing health
Maternal, neonatal
& congenital causes
Respiratory
diseases

Respiratory
diseases
Symptoms &
abnormal findings
Nervous & sense
disorders

Respiratory
diseases
Digestive system
diseases
Nervous & sense
disorders

Top cause of death for each age group (2013-2022)

< 1 year 1-3 years 4-5 years

‘Maternal, neonatal
and congenital

causes’ (nearly eight
in ten deaths)

‘Injury and poisoning’ 
‘Neoplasms -
malignant’ 

42.7% of all NSW hospitalisations in 2022-23 among
0-16 year olds involved children under 1 year old

*Note that the NSW immunisation schedule for children under 5 years involves receiving several vaccinations over multiple appointments up to the age
of 1 year, and thereafter at one appointment at 18 months, and another one at four years of age:
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/app/Pages/schedule.aspx. 

Key GWS immunisation facts among Greater Sydney
LHDs across three age groups (2023)*:
1 year olds: SWSLHD's immunisation rate was lowest (91.3%)
2 year olds: SWSLHD's immunisation rate was lowest (89.3%)
5 year olds: All three GWS LHDs recorded the highest rates
(NBMLHD, 95.2%; WSLHD, 94.5%; SWSLHD, 93.6%), while
SESLHD's immunisation rate was lowest for this age group
(92.4%)

https://www.westir.org.au/census/0-5-year-olds-in-greater-western-sydney/
https://www.westir.org.au/census/0-5-year-olds-in-greater-western-sydney/

