
IN NSW, 8 OF 15 GWS LGAS* ARE RELATIVELY ADVANTAGED,
WHILE 7 LGAS ARE RELATIVELY DISADVANTAGED
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9. Penrith
10. Liverpool
11.  Canterbury-

        Bankstown

RELATIVELY DISADVANTAGED: 7
LGAS

12.  Cumberland
13.  Campbelltown
14. Lithgow
15. Fairfield

2021 CENSUS TOPIC PAPER EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDEX 
FOR AREAS IN 
GREATER WESTERN SYDNEY

This fact sheet is a summary of WESTIR Ltd’s 2021 Census publication entitled
SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDEX FOR AREAS IN GREATER WESTERN SYDNEY. Access
the report via the QR Code or https://www.westir.org.au/pdf-view/?
po=2143&pdf=2141

1.  The Hills Shire
2.  Parramatta
3.  Camden
4. Blue Mountains

RELATIVELY ADVANTAGED: 8
LGAS

5. Wingecarribee
6. Wollondilly
7.  Hawkesbury
8.  Blacktown

GWS SEIFA RANKINGS IN AUSTRALIA AND NSW

LGAs are listed in order of SEIFA score ranking, from highest (1) to lowest (15) score

*Note that, whenever GWS LGAs are referred to throughout this factsheet, they include Lithgow and Wingecarribee.
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SEIFA Ranking of GWS’ LGAs in NSW (of 128
LGAs)

A ‘RANK’ shows how an
area compares with
others based on its
score. Areas are ordered
from the lowest to
highest score, with rank
one representing the
most disadvantaged
area.

The area with the second
lowest score is given a
rank of two and so on.
Rankings are also
provided on a national
basis and on a
state/territory basis.

SEIFA Ranking of GWS’ LGAs in Australia (of 567
LGAs)
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SEIFA Scores of GWS’ LGAs, highest to lowest
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SEIFA Deciles of GWS’ LGAs, highest to lowest

SEIFA SCORES, DECILES AND PERCENTILE

SEIFA ‘SCORE’ is a reflection of advantage and
disadvantage indicators, standardised to a national
average of 1000. Higher scores than the average
indicate relatively greater advantage, while lower
scores indicate relatively greater disadvantage.

A ‘PERCENTILE’ divides the area into one hundred
equal-sized groups, depending on their score. All
areas are ordered from the lowest to highest score.
The lowest 1% of areas are given a percentile
number of one, the next lowest 1% of areas are given
a percentile number of two and so on, up to the
highest 1% of areas which are given a percentile
number of 100.

A ‘DECILE’ is a method for ranking areas by splitting
scores into 10 equal groups. The lowest 10% of areas
are placed in decile 1, the next 10% in decile 2, and
this continues up to decile 10 for the highest‑scoring
10%. A decile of 1 means an area is in the bottom
10%, while a decile of 10 means it’s in the top 10%.

Suggested Citation: Bhusal, R. (2023). SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDEX FOR AREAS IN GREATER WESTERN SYDNEY
(2021 Census Topic Paper Executive Summary). WESTIR Ltd. https://www.westir.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2023/09/dgws.pdf 

SEIFA Percentile of GWS’ LGAs within NSW, highest to
lowest
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