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OUR INCLUSIVE CITY: CULTURAL AND
LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY IN GREATER
WESTERN SYDNEY

Greater Western Sydney (GWS) continues to be one of Australia’s 
most culturally and linguistically diverse regions

KEY HIGHLIGHTS (2021 CENSUS)

GWS residents are increasingly born overseas, with India and China
among the top birthplaces.
Fairfield and Cumberland had the highest proportion of overseas-born
residents. 
Over 1.19 million residents speak a language other than English at home
(+18.4% since 2016).
Arabic, Mandarin, and Vietnamese remain the most widely spoken
community languages.
Emerging language communities such as Nepali and Punjabi have grown
rapidly since 2016.
Religious and ancestry diversity is increasing in GWS and shows
interesting trends, outlined in the sections below.

COUNTRIES OF BIRTH (OUTSIDE OF AUSTRALIA)

Although the rankings of some countries changed from 2016
to 2021, they remained within the top 10. However, Nepal
replaced Fiji in the 10th position in 2021.
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Figure 1: Top overseas countries of birth of GWS’
residents as a proportion of the GWS’ population, 2021

Figure 2: Overseas-born residents as a 
proportion of each LGA’s population, 2021
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Figure 3: Residents using English Only at home as
a proportion of the total LGA population, 2021

Figure 4: Residents using LOTE at home as a
proportion of the total LGA population, 2021

48.3% of GWS’ population use English only at home — lower than NSW overall (67.6%).
Decline in the use of English-only was noted across most LGAs in the 2021 Census, except for a
minimal increase recorded in Lithgow (+2.4 percentage points), Blue Mountains (+0.8 percentage
points), and Wollondilly (+0.5 percentage points). Camden recorded the largest decline (-7.1%).
Most of the users using Languages Other Than English (LOTE) were concentrated in Fairfield
(69.7%), Cumberland (65.2%), Parramatta (56.4%) and Liverpool (53.8%).

LANGUAGE USED AT HOME IN GWS
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This fact sheet is a summary of WESTIR Ltd’s 2021 Census publication entitled - Our Inclusive
City: Cultural and Linguistic Diversity in Greater Western Sydney. Access the report via the QR
Code or https://www.westir.org.au/pdf-view/?po=2443&pdf=2444  

https://www.westir.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/mgws222.pdf


LANGUAGE USED AT HOME IN GWS [CONT’D]

In terms of the number of people, Arabic (185,377) and Mandarin (102,641) were the top community
languages used at home in GWS. 
Nepali (+134.9%) and Punjabi (+60.4%) were the fastest-growing community languages in GWS
between 2016 and 2021.
Among GWS LGAs, Fairfield (7.8%) and Cumberland (5.0%) had the highest proportions of residents
with low English proficiency who did not speak English at all.
50.6% of those who used LOTE in GWS spoke English very well, while 4.2% of them could not speak
English at all.
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Figure 6: Fastest-growing languages between
the 2016 and 2021 Censuses 
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Figure 5: Top languages after English, by 
number of people using it at home in GWS, 2021
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Figure 7: Proficiency in spoken English among people living in
GWS who used languages other than English at home, 2021
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Figure 8: Number of GWS LGA residents
who could not speak English at all, 2021

Figure 9: Proportion of people in each GWS
LGA who could not speak English at all, 2021
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Figure 12: Top Ancestries as a
proportion of GWS population, 2021
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Figure 13: Top reported Ancestries (by
numbers) of GWS population, 2021

Figure 10: Most common religious affiliation in GWS, 2021
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Figure 11: Fastest-growing religions between
the 2016 to 2021 Censuses
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Figure 14: Top five Ancestries by numbers in each region of GWS comparative regions

Christianity (46.7%) was the top-affiliated religion among GWS residents in the 2021 Census.
Hinduism (+57.0%) was the fastest-growing religion in GWS in the 2021 Census.
Besides Australian (20.0%), English (18.3%) and Chinese (8.9%) were the top ancestries reported by
the GWS population.
There was a strong growth in Indian (+27.1%) and Chinese (+18.6%) ancestries in the 2021 Census.
Meanwhile, a decline was recorded in the Irish ancestry (-7.9%).
Between the Censuses, Lebanese ancestry increased in numbers in GWS overall (4.8%), but
declined in major centres such as Canterbury‑Bankstown (-0.1%) and Cumberland (-2.2%).
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Suggested Citation: Bhusal, R. (2022). Our Inclusive City: Cultural and Linguistic Diversity in Greater Western
Sydney (2021 Census Topic Paper Executive Summary). WESTIR Ltd.  https://www.westir.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2023/09/mgws222.pdf

     The ABS 2021 Census reports ancestry under three outputs: Ancestry 1st response (ANC1P), Ancestry 2nd response (ANC2P), and
Ancestry multi response (ANCP). ANCP combines both responses provided by individuals. The analysis in the report uses ANCP and is
based on total persons rather than total responses; therefore, the total number of responses versus the total number of persons
varies and categories are not mutually exclusive.

RELIGION AND ANCESTRY   1
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