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The 2026 Census topic review includes updates to improve data quality, inclusiveness,
and alignment with national data standards.

The Australian Government determines Census topics, while the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS) develops and designs the questions.

Changes for the 2026 Census are: 

One new topic
introduced

One topic
removed

Some existing 
topics updated

Majority of topics
remain unchanged

These changes follow government’s decision, consultation and testing.

2 KEY CHANGES

ADDITION OF NEW
CENSUS TOPIC

SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER

For people aged 16 years and over 
Supports improved understanding of
population diversity 
Helps inform policy and services for
LGBTIQ+ communities

Removed from 2026 Census
Moved to 10-yearly (decennial)
collection

REMOVED CENSUS TOPIC

NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN

1 OVERVIEW

2026 CENSUS TOPIC REVIEW 

WHAT IS CHANGING IN THE 2026
CENSUS

This fact sheet is the snapshot of the “Outcomes of the 2026 Census topic
review” conducted and released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics in
February 2025. Access the full information via the QR Code or
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/research/outcomes-2026-census-topic-review 



3 CONFIRMED CHANGES

2

The table shows the Outcomes for existing topics
 where changes has been made for the 2026 Census(a).

a. Excludes changes to ordering and sequencing of questions, and minor changes that occur every Census to
instructional or explanatory text for existing questions on the form (including the supplementary questions on the
online form that are used to improve coding of Industry and Occupation topics).
b. Further information on changes considered, including feedback received through the phase one and two
consultations, is available in 2026 Census topic review: Phase one directions and 2026 Census topic review: Phase
two directions.
c. Variations in the question design will be required between the paper and web-based forms due to the
functionality available in the online form but not on the paper form.
d. Changes to the question on sex, to collect 'sex recorded at birth', are required to differentiate it from the
separate question on gender. The ABS will determine the question design on sex once the process to amend the
Census and Statistics Regulation 2016, to include the topic of sexual orientation and gender, is complete.

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics (2025). Outcomes of the 2026 Census topic review and related ABS 2026
Census topic review consultation documents. Table reformatted and adapted by WESTIR for presentation
purposes. Available at https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/research/outcomes-2026-census-topic-review

Theme Topic What is changing(b)

Ancestry
Increase from two to four ancestries to better
reflect diversity

Cultural diversity Country of birth of parents More inclusive question design(c)

Religious affiliation
Refined instruction text and classification
updates; structure similar to 2021

Long-term health
conditions

The response category of ‘Liver disease’ will be
included in the 2026 Census

Household and family
relationships

Introduce non-gendered terms to be more
inclusive

Persons temporarily absent
on Census night

Update the question on sex to collect ‘sex
recorded at birth’(d)

Industry of employment
Improved question alignment with the Labour
Force Survey.

Labour force status
Updated response categories to improve
alignment with the Labour Force Survey

Sex
Collecting ‘sex recorded at birth’ and updating
response categories to improve data quality(d)

Mode of travel to work
Including ‘Bicycle (including e-bike)’ in the
response categories to include more
contemporary modes of travel

Cultural diversity

Health

Household and
 families

Income, work and service
with the Australian Defence
Force

Population

Transport



4 EXISTING TOPICS WITH NO CHANGES

MOST CENSUS THEMES AND/OR TOPICS REMAIN
UNCHANGED, INCLUDING:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
Disability and carers 
Income and employment
Housing and household data
Location
Transport (core measures) etc.

THE ABS AIMS TO: 
Improve accuracy and relevance of data 
Reflect Australia’s diversity more accurately 
Align with other national datasets 
Strengthen inclusive question design 
Maintain long-term data comparability

5 WHY THESE CHANGES MATTER

Note: The ABS is developing a tailored Census form for people sleeping rough on Census
night, working closely with the ABS’ Homelessness Statistics Reference Group and service
providers.

6 KEY TAKEAWAY

THE 2026 CENSUS CHANGES ARE MODERATE BUT
IMPORTANT. IT FOCUSES ON:

Inclusion (gender, ancestry, language) 
Additional health and transport data 
Improved alignment with national datasets 
Maintaining strong continuity for long-term trend
analysis

Suggested citation: Bhusal, R. (2026). What is changing in the 2026 Census fact sheet. Adapted from
Australian Bureau of Statistics (2025), Outcomes of the 2026 Census Topic Review. Available at
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/research/outcomes-2026-census-topic-review
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